CHAPTER XV
The Battle of Al-Zallaka
AS already stated Andalusia was, in the days of the
Petty Kings, a prey to discord and dissension,
advancing rapidly towards decay, and its eter-
nal enemy, Christian Spain, was watching it. Chris-
tian Spain had become very powerful and it seemed to
her that Muslim domination in Spain was already
breaking down and will not last long. It had become
then united and formed two great kingdoms, Castille
and Aragon. There was at that time on the throne of
Castille a stubborn determined king, Alphonso VI,
who defied the Petty Kingdoms and awaited the
moment to devour them. He was weak when he
ascended the throne with the help of an Andalusian
Emir, Ibn Abbad, king of Seville. He opened his
reign by invading the petty Christian states as Leon,
Galicia and Navarre. He then began to intrigue bet-
ween the Muslim states, and allied with one Emir
against another and helped one chief against the other
till he could, due to his resolution and cunning,
wrench the city of Toledo from its Emir, Yahiya ibn
Dhil-Nun. This was the first great Muslim seat
which fell into the hands of Christian Spain (478 A.H,,
1085 A,D.) and the boundaries of Christian Spain
were pushed, for the first time, beyond the banks of
the Tagus. Alphonso then suddenly took off the mask
and appeared, as he really was, before those Muslim
Emirs who sued his friendship and whom he pretend-
ed to be their ally. He advanced with his troops
towards the principality of Saragossa whose king Abu
Gaafar Ahmad ibn Hud, entitled Al-Mustain, began